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Abstract

The use of pop songs for the purpose of language learning has proved to be an efficient unique method which encourages the
students in higher education level to expand their lexicon. This study examine the contribution of pop songs on the students’
vocabulary development and retention of new words through active engagement and contextual acquisition. Using qualitative
descriptive method, data were gathered from a population of active students in university between the age of 17 and 25 years. The
respondents indicated that due to the deploying of pop songs, it was easier to understand how the words which were hard to
explain would be used in practice. The results support the view that the use of pop songs as part of vocabulary instruction not only
achieves the desired objectives but also motivates learners and creates a lively classroom atmosphere. It is argued that inclusion of
music based strategies in the higher education programme will add value to vocabulary acquisition and provide opportunities for
the students to practice language in context.
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1. Introduction

English is the first internationallanguage, and it is used as a medium of communication in some aspects such as
education, technology, commerce, entertainment, politics, tourism, and many more (Hendrawaty,2019).In Indonesi,
English as a foreign language has a prominent role in an international communication, especially in the frame of
improving a competition force amongnations (Andriani, 2016). English has fourskills (reading, listening, writing, and
speaking) that have to be mastered by the students (Setiawan, 2019). One problem found in Indonesia in relation to
English language learning is regarding vocabulary. With the status of English as a foreign language, English teaching
and learning process is limited in terms of the amount of time and input exposure (Lestari & Hardiyanti, 2020).
Vocabulary has a very important role in gaining the success of language learning. Vocabulary can support the
development of the four basic skills: reading, listening speaking, and writing. It can be said that each of the four
language skills requires the mastery of vocabulary (Kayyis,2015). Listening Vocabulary is a set of words thatusually
used by someone to communicate with each other. English itself has an important role to link people from various
countries in the world to interact, communicate,convey ideas, and cooperate (Wilar et al, 2022). Inrecent times, the
incorporation of music into educationalsettings has gained popularity, especially in the realm oflanguage learning. In
Indonesia, English is a foreign language. In order to converse in English, students mustbecome more familiarwith its
terminology. Picking up new English words or vocabulary is usuallya struggle for many adults. In the present digital
era, there are many platforms and tools to help these adultslearningnew words. Listening to music is one of them.
Songsareeverywhere andthey arepart of people’s everyday life. Itis found in every culture (Azmin Md Zamin et
al.,, 2020). Using English pop songs is one way to increase students' vocabulary capacity (Nurdin et al., 2023). Pop
songs have been researched as an innovative and effective tool in enhancing vocabulary acquisition in language
learning. Songs have an important role in the development of children leaming a second language. It also can be
considered a valuable pedagogical tool particularly to help learners improve vocabulary mastery (Rohmah & Indah,
2021). This method shall make language acquisition entertaining for the students by using music's captivating and
memorable qualities. Among the various musical genres, pop songs have become a favored resource for improving
vocabulary skills among learners. This method is backed by an increasing amount of research that demonstrates how
English pop songs can facilitate vocabulary acquisition and enhance overall language proficiency. In addition to
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grammar, spelling, and pronunciation, vocabulary is one of the components of English that supports language
proficiency in speaking, writing, listening, and reading. Before moving on to other elements, students should first
understand their vocabulary. Once the students acquire a solid vocabulary, they will be able to readily construct both
written and spoken phrases. Conversely, if they are lacking in language, they will struggle to express their ideas,
including their opinions, to others. Using English songs in the classroom is one way to help kids' vocabulary grow. The
purpose of this essay is to describe how English songs are used to teach vocabulary to kids.

Music and songs have always had a significant role in people's lives, from children, teenagers, to mothers who sing
lullabies for their children. The song itself can animate emotions and represent one's feelings when words cannot be
spoken (Rohmah & Indah,2021). Music has long been acknowledged as a potent tool for education. Its thythmic and
melodic qualities can support memory retention and make learningmore enjoyable. In the context of language learning,
songs offer contextual examples of vocabulary in action, enabling learners to interact with new words in a relevant
manner. The auditory aspect of music also improves listening abilities and pronunciation, both essential elements of
mastering a language. As highlighted by (Wardiman et al., 2022) students who listened to English songs experienced
notable advancements in their listening skills, pronunciation, vocabulary, and grammar.

The benefits of teaching second languages in an ESL classroom setting at an early learning stage through songs with
well-known melodies (Zhangetal., 2023). Many students have difficulty understanding what is being said during class,
especially when it comes to understandingpembicara. This is because they havea limited ability to communicate their
understanding. Using music in class can increase students' attention spans. Using music as a medium can be a useful
strategy to encourage students to study and improve themselves (Yuliarini, 2022). It works well to employ videos in
descriptive text writing classes. However, the degree of efficacy could be impacted by an abrupt change in the
treatment's route of delivery and adaption. The shift from in-person to virtual meetings hasan impact on students and
teachers'preparedness in addition to the available resources. The use of online learning presents a number of challenges
for educators and learners alike, including access and internet connection limitations, student location, funding for
internet usage, ongoing support for the LMS being utilized, and, of course, the level of digital literacy amongeducators
and learners (Maru et al,, 2020). Incorporating pop songs into vocabulary instruction offers a promising pathway to
enhance language learning outcomes. The reviewed studies indicate that music supports vocabulary acquisition and
boosts engagement and motivation among learners. As educators seek innovative strategies to improve language
proficiency, integrating pop songs into curricula could prove to be an effective approach forachievingthese objectives.

The flexibility of pop songs allows for numerousapplications in language teaching. For instance, studied the effects of
English Islamic pop songs on first-year Indonesian students'vocabulary size. Their research indicated an improvement
in vocabulary size; however, they suggested further exploration into different genres and artists' contributions to
language learning. The impact of song-based English instructional interventions on second language vocabulary
acquisition was examined through effect size analysis. Listening to English music significantly improves L2 vocabulary
acquisition, such asthe article's publishing status, song genre, control type, instructional duration, education level, and
learners' L1 and provide English teachers greater confidence to use songs asan additionalteachingmethod to help their
students learn vocabulary in theirsecond language (Murphy Odo, 2022). Future studies should, however, make an effort
to openly adhere to best practices in study design while considering crucial elements like the speed at which songs are
presented and the musical backgrounds of teachers and students. Example of authentic listening materials is listening
to a songto learn more about well-known bandsthatsing in English. Incommon, songs always follow us athome, at
school, atthe office,at cars, and so on. So, we can directly listen to the songand also be interested to learm the value of
language in it (Afriyuninda & Oktaviani, 2021).

Researcher choose this topic because this discuss is interesting. Music as a tool to improve vocabulary skill not only
interesting, it is also makelearning process is fun. We can enjoy the the learning process with vibing situation. Music
is created to capture the hearts of listeners with emotionaland situational contexts that canmake it easier to understand
the meaning of words. In addition, songs are usually repetitive, that is, they repeat words over and over again. This
allows the listener to hear them over and over again, and strengthens memory and understanding of vocabulary. The
purpose of this research is to describe how English songs are used to teach vocabulary to higher education students.
This introduction will delve into the importance of using pop songs for vocabulary teaching, referencing multiple
studies that illustrate their effectiveness forlanguage learners. Future research should continue to build on these insights
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by examining different musical genres and their effects on diverse student groups, ensuring that this method remains
relevant and effective in a constantly evolving educational landscape.

2. Research Method and Materials

This study employed a qualitative descriptive design to analyze how pop songs canimproving vocabulary skills. The
focuswill, therefore,be geared toward the experience and perception of the students regarding the effectiveness of the
pop songs as a tool for learning. Moreover, the qualitative descriptive design will allow in-depth insights in the way
pop songs offer means to facilitate vocabulary acquisition. Such a design allows the creation of a detailed, rich
description of the participants' perception and experiences. This involves 50 students attending a higher education
institution asthe participants. Respondents will be selected through purposive sampling so thatthey will have varying
levels of familiarity with both English vocabulary and pop music. This would require the use of a questionnaire and
sent via google form in order to know how pop songs can help in improving the vocabulary skills amongparticipants.
This study will probably show that using pop songs is perceived as an enjoyable and fairly effective way to improve
one's vocabulary skills amongstudents. These insights canbe used to help educators develop innovative strategies in
teaching, which uses popularculture in language learning and raises students' motivation and engagement in acquiring
new vocabulary. The questionnaire was conducted by providing a google form to get personalinsights about using pop
songs to improve vocabulary skills. The questions focused on their perceptions regarding whether pop songs improve
vocabulary skills, is using pop songs an effective method to improve vocabulary skills, suggestions for imp rovement,
and canithelp in daily communication. Thisresearch method aims to assess how pop songs can help someone improve
their vocabulary skills with the lyrics they contain.

This research collected with 30 female participations, and 20 male participations, which is female is the dominant in
this research participant. The questionnaire containing question about increased vocabulary skills in participants, the
results indicated that a majority of respondents were pleased with the method, the level of use ranging from 'sometimes'
to 'often. This study involved participants aged 17-25 years, with English proficiency levels of beginner,
intermediate, and advanced. With a percentage of beginners 46%, intermediate 48% and advanced 6%. This means that
in this study, participants who have beginner to intermediate levels are more dominant.

This study, therefore, uses this qualitative descriptive methodology with a view to generating valid findings that indicate
the probable utility of using pop songs in language teaching within higher education. This research will identify that
pop song effective to improve vocabulary skill in higher education with questionnaire with question and answer in
strongly agree to strongly disagree from participant.

3. Results and Discussion

This study have done with questioning the participant andhave analyzed the result of how pop songimprove vocabulary
skill. According to the questionnaire that researcher used, the most participant learn about new vocabulary through
listening like podcasts, music, and, videos, or film, and etc. With this way, 66% participant using listening as a way to
learn new vocabulary. It's mean that the most participant is the right sample to this study. Besides that, the other
participants,20% learn vocabulary through readingbooks, 12% through speakingin a conversation and discussio n way,
and only 2% who is learn new vocabulary through writing. According to the findings, learn new vocabulary through

listening is the most used now. which will explain more specifically about music as a tool to improve vocabulary.
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Using pop songs has improved my vocabulary skills.

50 jawaban

@ Strongly agree
@ Agree
Neutral
@ Disagree
@ Strongly disagree

Diagram 1
Pop songs has improved vocabulary skills

The next question shows that participants 52% frequently use songs or music to learn new vocabulary, and 46%
occasionally, and 2% that is rarely. And 80% of the participants agree that music is effective to learning vocabulary.
and the 20% of participants choose neutral, that means they are agree but also disagree. The majority of participants,
52%, used songs or music very frequently in order to help with memorizing new words. This would suggest that the
majority of pupils both find music useful in assisting their learning and/orit is enjoyable,a very strong preference for
its use being held by them. About half of the respondents (46%) appreciated the usefulness of music in learning new
words. However, this means that they do not consider music as their first and most effective pedagogical tool when
studying. Some of them may be too cautious and will require more motivation orresources to make music a core aspect
of their learning process. Only 2% of the respondents reported seldom using music to help them learn new words. It
may simply mean that students have a preference for other teaching strategies, or they are not informed about the
benefits that music has on language learning. Gaining knowledge of the causes for this low usage may help in
identifying possible obstacles to students integrating music into their study routines. An overwhelming difference, 80%
of participants argue that music is a useful aid while learning vocabulary. Such an agreement hasbeen endorsed in the
educational works as it is argued that they make learners remember better such songs and lyrics raise their levels of
interest in the contentand learning activities. Participants might think thatsongs are useful in supporting better recall
of words asthe emotionalaspect andrepetition of words in the lyrics enhancesrecall. The rest 20% who chose a neutral
position portray the marginal opinion towards the claim underinvestigation concerning the role of music on vocabulary
acquisition. They might appreciate some advantages of doing oral practices with music but because of their past
experience or understanding of music, a general level of positive effect is missing. Their neutrality fit into the
requirement for more investigations in their understanding of the not so active participants in the interactions in the
classroom situations, including their educational or music informative background.

66% agree that pop songs can provide useful vocabulary foreveryday communication. 66% of those polled concurthat
pop music lyrics may be an effective way to learn the language, which illustrates also the importance of music in the

development of practical language skills. That's because usually, songs made with a word that used in non-formal
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communication. Not only in daily communication, pop songs can provide new vocabulary about contemporary culture,
trends, and social issues. Because of listening pop music, there's memorability of lyrics that can add some
new vocabularies. Most respondents mention thatpop songs help them with a vocabulary expansion andtherefore show
good results of how music affects the learning of languages. Participants’ recognition of their enhanced vocabulary
skills suggests a straight-line correlation to their utilization of the pop songs in question and language advancement.
This simply meansusing music in their learning processes has been a fruitful strategy for enhancing their vocabulary

learning.

Learning vocabulary through pop songs is better than traditional vocabulary exercises

50 jawaban

@ Strongly agree
@ Agree
Neutral
@ Disagree
@ Strongly disagree

Diagram 2
Learning vocabulary through pop songs is better than traditional vocabulary exercises

In this study also provide thatis it true that learning vocabulary through pop songs is better than traditional vocabulary.
56% of participants thinks that they are agree with this statement. 34% choose neutral, and 10% of participants disagree.
The finding that 56% of participants agree that leaming vocabulary through pop songs is better than traditional
vocabulary methods points toward a significant shift in perceptionsregarding effective language acquisition strategies.
First and foremost, one of the glaring reasons why respondents would prefer pop songs over othermeans is the built -in
entertainment and engagement it brings along. Traditionalmethods of learning vocabulary involve rote memorization
and repetitive drills, which may easily become tedious and disengaging. Pop songs make learning very enjoyable and
interactive; hence, it is easy to motivate and attract students to study. Pop songs usually carry vocabulary in contexts
that learners can easily relate to, thus showing them how the words are used in real life. This is unlike the traditional
method of teaching, in which there could be a focus on isolated lists of words or their definitions without examples of
usage in context. Learnersmay enjoy the fact that pop songs make them realize not only the meaningof words but also
how to use them naturally in a dialogue. Pop songs often reflect current cultural trends, idioms, and social problems;
thus, the vocabulary learners may acquire from songs is more related to their lives. This would also help the student
retain the new words and use them in real life more easily asthey hear similar language in their daily lives. The melodic
nature and repetition of the songs help retain the memory. Participants are likely to remember the vocabulary they
learned with catchy tunes and thythms more than what they may have done with traditional means of memorization.

This musical dimension makesthe learning of vocabulary a pleasurable activity, ratherthan a chore. Learning through
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popular songs might encourage social activities like choir singing or even the sharing of lyrics with friends. This sort
of interactivity boosts motivation in ways the more usual approaches—which are isolating—don't. A neutralstance taken
by 34% of the participants may reveal ambivalence toward the effectiveness of pop songs compared to the traditional
method. The respondents may be quite aware of some advantages in using songs but, at the same time, value the
traditionalmethods because of the structure ortheirefficiency in other contexts. This will be worth furtherinvestigation
in this group, for example, to solicit more qualitative feedback regardingtheir learming process. Those 10% who do not
agree with the statement may prefer the old ways of doing things, either because of familiarity or because they have
worked in learners' own experiences. They may argue that traditional approaches provide clearer structures for
vocabulary acquisition or better prepare them for formal assessments where music is n ot utilized.

Pop songs provide useful context for learning difficult words. Findings collectively point out that pop songs are an
effective context for learning challenging vocabulary because they make vocabulary acquisition entertaining,
memorable, and relevant to everyday communication. The incorporation of music into language education enables
educators to extend students'mastery of challenging vocabulary within a positive and motivatinglearning environment.
It does not only facilitate mastery over challenging words but also readies the learners to real-life language use out of

the classroom, which is highly informal.

| would recommend using pop songs to others for vocabulary learning
50 jawaban

@ Strongly agree
@ Agree
Neutral

) @ Disagree
e | @ Strongly disagree

Diagram
Recommendation using pop songs for vocabulary learning
Overall, using pop songs to improve vocabulary skill is effective. using pop songs to others for vocabulary learing
also recomended. The practice of singing pop songs is highly productive, of great appealto many leamers, since
listening to pop songs is easy so the students enjoy the process which in turn can increase motivation. According to
evidence, including music in university lessons helps studentsactively engage which may have a positive effect on the
process of learning. If students are more interested in pop songs, they should be able to see how the vocabulary included
in pop songs can be used in context (Azab,2023). This exposure helps learners understand how difficult words function
in sentences and social contexts which makes it possible for them to remember and use these words in appropriate
contexts. The casuallanguage used in the songs brings concerts of common speech into linguistic classrooms, closing

the distance between the learning process in school and reallife. Learers also have an advantage in vocabulary learning
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as children memorize the text of songs by repeating them. As pupils listen to songs several times, they hear the same
words many times in the songs and this assists in their memory. This consequently, enables the learner to easily acquire
new words and their contexts efficiently. Since pop songs are relevant to culture, they are also relevant to social contexts
so learners receive target vocabulary thatthey will likely meetin real life. These ties allow the learners to cultivate the
process of learning, making it more genuine and relatable to their lives (Borisai & Dennis, 2016).

The result of using pop songto improve vocabulary skills in higher education isapproved. Using pop songs can improve
vocabulary skills. Not only for learning, it also can used in daily communication. Some people agree that use pop songs
is better than traditional way.

Numerous studies have explored how pop songs influence vocabulary mastery among students from various
backgrounds. For example, (Tilwani et al., 2022) investigated Indonesian undergraduate students and discovered that
listening to English pop songs significantly boosted their vocabulary and other language skills. Similarly, (Setiawan,
2019) compared first-semester students who were taught with pop songs to those who were not, finding that the
experimental group had higher post-test scores, indicating a clear benefit in vocabulary mastery. You canrely on songs
to aid with vocabulary recall and to pique your enthusiasm in learning English. Singing along to songs can help you
learn vocabulary in English and fulfill the goal of using English as a communication tool (Sariet al,2019)

Further supporting these findings, (Ilinawati & Dharma, 2019) showed that English songs effectively enhanced
vocabulary among first-semester students at STKIP Persada Khatulistiwa Sintang. Their qualitative research involved
observation sheets and tests, resulting in an average score improvement that emphasized the value of engagingteaching
methods in the classroom. One significant benefit of incorporating pop songs into vocabulary instruction is the
heightened engagement and motivation it generates among students. (Wilar et al, 2022) examined this aspect by
gathering opinions from grade 10 students on using pop songs for vocabulary learning. Their results indicated that not
only did students' vocabulary skills improve significantly, but their involvement and enthusiasm in learning English
also increased substantially.

This positive feedback is echoed by (Neithanantan & Hua,2023), who reported favorable responses from younglearners
aboutusing songs for vocabulary development. The lively and enthusiastic environment created by integrating music
into lessons can transform the educational experience, making it more attractive to students who may find trad itional
methods challenging. Through listening to two songs, the current study examined the incidental learning of three

vocabulary knowledge dimensions: spoken-form recognition, form-meaning association, and collocation recognition.

4. Conclusion

English is a language that must know for everyone. it's because English is language that used in international
communication, that's why learning English is important. There's so many ways to learning English. It can through
reading books, articles, listening to podcasts, music, daily conversations, or writing essay or reports. In this study,
researcher want to know how English leaming can improve vocabulary skills by listening pop songs. English is a
language that must know foreveryone. it's because English is language thatused in international communication, thats

why learning English is important. There's so many ways to learing English. It can through reading books, articles,
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listening to podcasts, music, daily conversations, or writing essay or reports. In this study, researcher want to know
how English learning can improve vocabulary skills by listening pop songs. use listening pop songs as a tool for

vocabulary improvement not only vocabulary that has improved, but it can make the learners enjoy the learning process.

Use listening pop songs as a tool for vocabulary improvement not only vocabulary that hasimproved, but it can make
the learners enjoy the learning process. According to this research, pop songs has improved participant's vocabulary
skill and also recommend to use pop songs as a tool for vocabulary improvement. From this study too, we know that

this English learning is better than traditional way.
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